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January 30, 2002

Stacy Baczkowski

Regional Water Quality Control Board
9174 Skypark Crt # 100

Sen Diego, CA

Subject: Calavera Hills Phase Il and BTD#4
Tentative Order # R9-2002-00 14
Ref: 401:DOC-135 SLB
Dear Ms. Baczkowski

Preserve Calavera is a £1a531001s group of north county residents whose goal is the preservation
of the Calavera area of northeastern Carlsbad- the largest remaining contiguous native habitat in
coastal north county.

Monday 1 spent some time in Yyour office reviewing the project files. In addition to the
Comments submitted at that time, here are seversl additional concems:

1. Other than the “ No Buijld” alternative, there were no project alternatives considered that
avoided wetlands impacts, What is the point of having federal, state, and loca] policies that say
we mtend to avoid wetlands apd then allowing projects to proceed that have not even considered
alternatives that avoid wetlands 7 What would be the impacts on this key element of the Agua
Hedionda watershed if this project actually avoided wetlands impacts?

Was not aware of this notice. There was cxtensive public input to the EIR and at the Planning
Commission and City Coungil meetings- yet there was no public comment on your notice( until
our letter was submitted on Monday). There is a high level of public concem about this project.
And the public hasn’t really been heard,



4. Golfers, hikers, and other users of this open space are all of concern. The mitigations talk
about barriers and signage for golfers- recognizing this will be a probiem. But they don’t go far
enough- and they don’t address the other concemns with access to this area, We have been trying

off-road vehicle use. There js na coordinated enforcement, and there 15 ineffectual enforcement
by the City of Carlsbad and the Department of Rish and Game.

This is a long term problem. Until it is addressed all restoration efforts in this area are pointless.

5. The Fugure 3 showing detention basin size and location does not match what ] have received
from the FWS- presumably everyone is not working from the same information- certainly
another cause for concern,

statements about traffic impacts are pure guesses. Yet they are asking you to accept their
premise that this is the LEDPA_
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pay tor it. Now we have another developer who will pay for extending this road from B to C so
of course we have to connect at B. The question that should have been asked at the beginning,
and should be asked again now is “ How do we get from A to C without impacting the wetlands
atB?“ They never asked that question and would have us all believe that now we are locked
into destroying these wetlands.

clear- they want no elevated road. The wildlife agencies have also been very clear- you can’t
have the road at the current elevation because of the creek. This does not sound like “minor =
issues to be worked out. This section of Cannon Rd is part of the project and should be
considered as part of the project. Until this js resolved it {s premature to approve part of a road.

10. Carisbad staff also concluded in their memo of 12/31/01 that “ Reach 4B of Cannon Rd has
independent utility and will serve important regional circulation needs. “ Their justification is

take any of the required mitigation actions for over 5 years- and then did it only partially.
We need a better system of monitoring, accountability, and public oversight

12. Cumulative impacts in this area have not been addressed. There has been a faulty drain on a
key valve at the Lake Calavera Dam for vears. The city has done prefiminaty engineering
studies and recently Jjust started biological studies of alternatives to repair this valve- which
might include draining the lake.



There are extensive problems with Phase I mitigations. New bascline conditions should be
established- that reflect what has really happened and not what a plan says on paper,

The city recently approved an industrial park project at the Carlsbad raceway that included two
detention basins. At the City council meeting on Janaury15, 2002 city staff stated that flooding
contro] for the Rancho Carisbad Mobile Home Park required the two detention basins included
in the Calavera Hills Phase II project, and the two detention basins included in the Carlsbad
raceway project. By the city’s own statements these two projects are related- yet there was
nothing in your files to indicate that these had even been mentioned.

13. One of the new Villages of this development, and new roads will be located where drainage
flows directly to Lake Calavera. The proposed mitigations do not provide adequate protection
from nitrates entering and poisoning the plants and animals in the lake and adjacent wetlands.

14. Federally listed species are impacted by the proposed wetlands impacts. A Section 106
process is therefor indicated and we did not see this addressed as required by law.

We cannot continue to make piecemeal decisions about projects that adversely effect our
wetlands and water quality,

We urge you to delay action on the permits for this project until ali of these issues have been
addressed.

Sincerely,

Diane Nygaard
On Behalf of Preserve Calavera

cc: Larry Silver
California Environmental Law Project
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